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CfFJCE CJTHE ERETARY

This is in reply to your letter of March 2, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RiC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio-services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

• SinCerelY'~

~:::~ Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau

Enclosures

•
~{.I. of COP;9SreC'd~
UstA Be DE



...... ;, .. ' ..""... ~" ~
,'. .,.

C
;"~ '" ":.:, ..:.' :.... ..'.",' : ,;'.: ". ,.< ". .' ,,' " • "}'" .. : .. ':::::""'.•,. ~ . ... - ..... . . . . .. ", .. .. . , , ~....'.

".. ·ongressIOna.....

PLEASE MAKE '2 .EXTRA ~OPIES OF INCOMING, ATTACHMENTS, .
AND REPLY FO~ DOCKET FILE, ROOM 222. .

CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING 'SYSTEM
03/05/93

LETTER REPORT

CONTROL NO. DATE RECEIVED DATE OF CORRESP DATE DUE DATE DUE OLA(857)

9301049 03/05/93 03/02/93 03/25/93

TITLE MEMBERS NAME

Congressman Tom Lantos

CONSTITUENT'S NAME

REPLY FOR SIG OF

BC

SUBJECT

several inq.·comments on PR Docket 92-235

REF TO

DATE

03/05/93

REMARKS:

REF TO

DATE

REF TO

DATE

REF TO

DATE



SUBCOMMITIEE 0f\I RETlA£M£NT INCOME
AND EMPLOYMENT

CHAIRMAN, suaCdMMITTEe ON EM~LOYMENT

AND HOUSING

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
COMMITIEE

fOREIGN AffAIRS·
~~E.··.·'''~,... -.

SELECT COMMITTEE
ON AGING

CHAIRMAN, PERMANENt UNITED STAlES
CONGRESSIONAl DELEGATION TO THE

EUROPEAN PARt.IAMENT

.CO-CHAIRMAN, CONGRESSIONAL
HUMAN RIGHTS CALX:US

'!tCE CHAtRMAN.
SUBCOMMITTEE O'N EUROPE AND THE MIOOLE EAST

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ASIAN AND PACIFIC 'AFFAIR?

'SUBCpMMtTIEE ON INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS

Ql:ongrtlili of tlyt lflnittb @1tWli
)louse of Ilepresentatiues

.ulilJingtlln. ·1I<lt 20515
MGl i"c ~l. t' Iqq 3

.'.. ~..
. ~ . . .

TOM LAN.TOS
t~llFORNIA·".': .

WASHINGTON QFFICE:

.1526 LONGWORTH BUilDING
• WASHINGTON. DC 2Q?15'

1202) 225-3531

DISTRICT OFF1CE

'!OO El CAMINO REAL

SUITE 820

SAN MATEO. CA 94402
(415) 342-0300

Chaii::rtlan Sikes
Federal Ccmm.mications Comnission
Room 808
1919 M Street, NW
Washingotn, IX:: 20554

Dear Mr. Chainnan:

I have enclosed copies of correspondece fran a number of I1¥ consitutents
concerning PR No. 92-235. I would greatly appreciate it if your offices
could take their views into consideration.

Cordially,

~
'lUi LANTOS
~r of Congress

Printed on Recycled Paper
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Represent;:ttive - Tom Lantos

O:S. House of Representatives

WashingtoQ, DC 20515

Congressman:

I am opposed to' the new radio service proposed in NPRM PR DOCKET 92-235,
currently under consideration by the Federal Corn:munications Commission.

The mobile, high-powered radio transmitters that would be allowed under this
proposal are certain to interfere with the -72 Mhz frequencies allocated to
Radib ,Ccrntrol Planes.' ,',

The flying' of Radio Control planes is a wonderful, wholesome, and
increasingly popular outdoor hobby for people of all ages. The flying I do,
which is' called Radio Control Slope Soaring, is performed on a mountain
within the open-space preserves near our town of Pacifica, and in other areas
in the San Francisco Metropolitan Area. Organized Slope Soaring has for
nearly two decades been a major force in supporting the preservation of
healthy open spaces used by the entire community for recreation and
exercise.

Radio Control Plane construction and flying contributes to the development
and self-esteem of many thousands of young people. It is the major outlet of
creativity and socialization for groups of older and retired people throughout
the country_ Thousands of people are employed in local and mail-order retail
stores serving the Radio Control flying community. Many international
competitions are organized every year to highlight the best designers and
most skilful flyers in Radio Control flying.

Radio interference, such as that which, would be caused by DOCKET 92-235, is a
major concern for Radio Control flyers. Radio interference can mean the
destruction of the plane in which a person has invested a great deal of time
and money. In the case of powered planes, interference can be dangerous to
the pilot and to bystanders. Every Radio Control flying club in the country
expends a great deal of its energy making sure that its members comply with
FCC regulations, and that the limited available frequencies are fairly
distributed among all those who wish to participate in sport flying. Flyers
often have to wait their turn because there are not enough frequencies to
accommodate everyone. Flyers have paid the cost of upgrading their radio
equipment over the years as FCC regulations have changed.

We demand that the Federal Communications Commission keep its part of the
bargain: the frequencies allocated to Radio Control Flying must not be subject
to interference. Our investment in this wholesome sport/hobby should not be
arbitrarily abridged.

Congressman, please use your offices to see that the new frequency allocations
proposed in NPRM PR DOCKET 92-235 are not implemented.

Thank you very much.

Rob Weinberg

356 San Pablo Terrace

Pacifica. CA 94044
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·JEJ·RASKI-N / 8 GYPSY HILL ROAO· / ·pACIFICA, CA94044
PHONE: 415-359-8588 FAX: 415-35.9-9767 -.INTERNET: RASKIN @WELL.SF.CA.US

Mon, Feb 8, 1993

Representative Tom Lantos
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear~. Lantos, .
'. .\ \-' .~ . .

This le~r is 'in reference to FCC NPRM PR Docket 92-235, which if adopted will
adversely affect a number of businesses, including my own, that have a total ann~ sales of over a
billion dollars. It will also adversely affect the leisure activities of millions of Americans, including
many retired people and school-age children (again including my own).

Here is some background: At present, a set of radio frequencies haS been set aside by the
FCC for the remote control of model airplanes, boats, and cars. Most of these models are, as with
any sport or hobby, used for the entertainment and pleasUre of the participants, and as such are
worthy of the continued protection of the FCC. These frequencies are also used for controlling
remote piloted vehicles in support of activities such as remote viewing of fires, surveying,
scientific research, and in aid of police activities. A significant fraction of the population uses these
frequencies, and supplying them with the products they need provides a livelihood for tens of
thousands of people involved in the manufacture, distribution, and retail sales of these products.

While I am best known for having originated the Apple Macintosh computer, I also have a
small company that makes model airplane kits that are sold not only in the U.S., but aroundthatten,ten,smalla 5  T c 6 1 6 . 0 7 7 3  0  0  1 1 9 3  2 0  1 1  4 0 8 . 2 4 m ( c o m p a n y ) T j 1 0 . 0 3 7 1  T c  1 1  0  5 3 4 2  3 7 0 . 0  1 1  4 0 8 . 2 4 o 3 6 9 r e n c i e s , and
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'. 805' MendoCino Way .
Redwood City, CA94065 .

February 16, 1993
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The Honorable Tom L~ntos

.~1a2 Rayburn OffiCe Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

. Dear Repre~entativeLantos:

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned
for radio control model airplane use and increase the risk ofaccidents and attendant
liability for controlling model airplanes.

I have been involved with radio control aircraft as a hobby my entire life. When I was a
young boy, model aviation attracted me because it is one of the few hobbies that requires
the use ofmath and science. This is one ofthe reasons I developed an interest in
electronics and become an electronic engineer, now working in Silicon Valley. I am
concerned about the FCC proposed rules that will limit my enjoyment ofmy hobby and
possibly limit other young Americans from joining this hobby. The government should be
promoting hobbies to young Americans that emphasize the use ofmath and science as we
try to become a more globally competitive work force.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used
for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our model airplane control
frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we
have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to
radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available
for radio control model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the
safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many ofour safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If

. the number ofusable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.
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Please understand that many model airplanes havewing span~ up to 10 feet and weigh as
muCh. as 30: or 40, pounds, The models· themSdves are expensive to build;. but:more to ,the·· .
point, they are capable ofcal,lsing property damage,' seriolls injury, or even death if radio
interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at'
organized events and contests where hundreds ofoperators p~icipate. We p.eed the use
of our full complement o~ radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think: it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating c~nditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think: we
are as important as bus~nessusers of radios, but we have considerable investment in our·
models and in our radioequipment. The hobby provides many hours ofenjoyment to .' : .
thousands ofpeople like myself'and c<niiributes to the advancement and de~elopmeniof
the commercial aviation industry. . .

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposal for the 72 - 76 MHz band.

Yours truly,

!ffa!i4
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The Honorable lorn Lantos
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.e. 20515

REF: FEDERAL .COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
NMPR PR Docket.g2~235

..Dear Tam Lantos,

.' .- .... .. ; ~ ." "-~: ' .

I'm a modeler of twenty some years. The quality and the
integrity of the radio systems has improved dramatically over
this time frame. When I first started, radio interference
was just part of the game, you learned to live ·with it.
Because of this unknown factor the size and dollar value of
your plane was limited. Nowadays with the vast improvements,
safe and reliable operation of radio controlled aircraft in
close proximity of popUlated areas is possible.

If what I understand is true, our eXisting frequencies <witch
are already vulnerable to some interference due to the low
transmitted power) would be trampled on by these close and
more powerful proposed frequencies.

Please consider this when you review the referenced F.e.C.
Docket. Many of us have chosen this hobby/sport as our sale
form of recreation, and it has come a long way in regards to
reliability and safet

1./ / .~
Sincerely Afl Cv

. \
Gregg Okert
2750 Associated Rd.
Fullerton, eA 92635
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The HonorableTmu Lantos
2182 Rayburn Building
Washington DC 20515

. bear'Congressman Lantos:

Hav.i~~· 1?eing·..t·ra~.ned ~s. a .fighter 'pilot in 1943'-45 I .~a,y~
been 1nterested In···avatlon for a long time. I' am now. retired
and' activ? in a. local club which constructs and flies radio
controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the
new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. .
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatCh
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the
band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will
move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control oper~tions. I am told that of
the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio
control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left
if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go
to great lenths to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our
safety precautins involve the careful coordination and use
of: th(~ I"adio control frequencies. If the number of usable
frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin
of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans
up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The
models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the
point, they are capable of causing property damage, serious
injury or even death if radio interference causes the
operator i:o lose control of the craft. I'Ve often fly our
models at organized events and contests where hundreds of
operators participate. We need the use of our full
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complement of (~1.dio fr.(~quencies J.n bider to assure a safe
flying envi ronment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expe~se of,~adio control modelers~ The FCC may not think'we
are as important as business users of radios', but we have a
considerable investme~t in our models and in our radio .
equipment., The hobby provides, many hours of enjoyment to

. thousands· .of people· like mysel.f and contributes to the
, advancement and 'development 'of 'the commercial avicition.

industry. .

Please help me continue the saf~ enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for he 72-76
MHz band.

Sincerely,

~~!S~
Raymond E. Bolger 426 Luff Lane
Redwood City CA 94065
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Warren C. Heckman
524 Rocca Avenue
·50. San Francisco,
California 94080

.F.ebruary 7,1993

Dear··Mr~ Lantosi.

I am a retired school teacher and have been involved in
model aviation for over fifteen years. Model aviation is both
a hobby and a sport for me, and it consumes many hours of my
time each week. I am currently active in a local club whose 125
members, like me, enjoy constructing and operating radio con
trolled model airplanes. Many of our members are competitors
in local and state events. The club is a focal point of social
activity, and is open to membership of all ages.

I am very concerned by proposed rUles that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. ]f adopted, the new
rules will virtually eliminate 31 of the 50 channels now allo
cated to radio-controlled miniature aircraft. As many as a
quarter of a million model airplane enthusiasts would be
adversely affected by the proposed rule changes, in that ex
pensive radio equipment VGUld become unsafe for miniature
aircraft use. lawn six (6) radios, myself, and its passage
would severely curtail my continuing in the hobby.

8

Please allow th current frequency spacing to remain in
force.

0•• : °...

Sincerely,
1// ,!

'[ t '_Ul"iIv-"'- l!
Warren C. Heckman
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The Honorable Tom Lantos
U. S .Hpu~e, "of"R~ps .:'

'Washington',D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Lantos:

'~ , ".'
, "

I am retired and derive many hours of enjoyment from. constructing and
operating radio controlled model airplanes.

I a.m ver y concerned' a b'ou t proposed rul~s tha tare cur ren t 1 y' under
consideration by the Federal Comm~nications Commission[FCC]. The
proceedin& is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules:~ill greatly
r~d~ce the "usability 'of fr,equencies ..curren.tly' ass,igned for' mC?..del use ;an;d

, 'inc'reas-€ ,thert sk of 'accidents and', 'irt tendan t'liabil i:ty , for 'c:,on t, io 11 ing
model airplanes.' '

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz baand.
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
use interfering with the other.

This band is
However, our

from the land
without either

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwiths and rearranging the band .plan. As a result,
many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control
frequencies and cause interference to radio control operation~. I am told
that of the 50 frequencies that are presently avaailble for radio control
of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model planes under radio control, we go to great lengths
to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of
property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination
and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable
frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet
and weight as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive
to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing property
damage,serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the
operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We
need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure
a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise for the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
radios,. but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our
radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands
of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of
the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing
the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MH band.

/f:¥~
~.. _. / /J / /i'/ ~
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Anthony Nasr, PhD, MD
912 Lupin Way
San Carlos, CA 94070

The Honorable Tom Lantos
united States House of Repre~entative~

Washington, DC 20510

.. ~ ...

February 2, 1993

Dear Mr. Lantos,

. ,. .

'I ~) l ..·

, ~.' .. : :.~ .

I am writing to express my concern over a proposed rule change in
the assignment of radio frequencies by the FCC. NPRM-PR Docket 92
235 seeks to change the assignment of radio frequencies dangerously
close to those already assigned to the. users of- radio-control
airplanes. (Specifically, the new assignment would place mobile
radio transmitters with four times the power of present channels
near 72 and 75 MHz only 2.5kHz away)

I have been a builder and operator of radio-controlled aircraft for
many years and, in addition, hold a radio technician's license from
the FCC (Call number N6VOT). To place a powerful radio signal an
unpredictable distance from operating radio controlled planes on an
almost indistinguishable frequency is an accident waiting to happen
- potentially a fatal one. These models my weigh up to 30 pounds
and travel at well over 100 miles per hour. The frequencies upon
which they operate, as well as the specific way those frequencies
are used are the result of lengthy negotiations which occurred
about 5 years ago - the result of the current rules is that many
model aircraft operators have been able to use the 72 and 75 MHz
bands with a high degree of safety. TRESE BANDS ARE IN EXTENSIVE
USE AT THE PRESENT TIME; ALLOWING NEW ENTRY BY MORE POWERFUL,
MOBILE (HENCE, UNPREDICTABLE) UNITS WILL, ALMOST CERTAINLY CAUSE
ACCIDENTS.

Please vote NO on this important issue.

Anthony Nasr, PhD, MD
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THE HONORABLE TOM LANTOS
U.S. House of Representitives,

. Washington, D.C. 20510

·RE: PR Docket 92-235

" :.,. I am.very" 9i.~.turbed:·a~d.~onG:~,rn~d:a·bouLthe' proPQ$edru!es·changes·
under' cOQ:siderati-ori by th.e FCC regarding pR Docket.. 92-235

0

•• If
adopted the new rules' will virtually eliminate 31 at the 50
channels now allocated to Radio.Control Miniature Aircraft. These
channels were created by a joint effort of the Academy of Model
Aeronautics and the FCC over a span of years. This past co
operation has been instrumental in expanding the model aircraft
industry into a multi-million dollar industry and also increasing
the membership roles of the Academy of Model Aeronautics. As many
as a quarter of a million model aircraft enthusiasts would be
adversely affected. I personally have upgraded all my equipment to
meet the recently approved standards and my four transmitters and
seven receivers would be obsolete. What makes this untenable is
this equipment was purchased, to the tune of several hundred
dollars, within the last three years to meet the new "1992"
standards. The manufacturers I who have recent I y upgraded thei r
equipment and have considerable investments in these upgrades, as
well as inventory, would find themselves left holding the bag.

The proposed frequencies are "too close" and too powerful to not
affect our receivers, and the safety of our sport will be seriously
compromised. We operate in the 72-76 MHz band which is primarily
used for private land based mobile dispatch operations. Our
channels are 20 MHz apart which allows a 10 Mhz safety zone on
ei ther side of each channel for mobi 1e dispatch purposes. The
proposed new rules allow new channels into these safety zones and
allowable tolerances would overlay our present model aircraft
channels.

I have been actively involved in model aviation for 40 years. I
hope to continue to be active in this sport into my retirement in
a few years. I devote a lot of time and energy into promoting this
sport and instruct groups of youngsters on a volunteer basis in my
spare time. I am physically handicapped and find. Radio Control
Modeling activities an enjoyable and rewarding hobby. I am an AHA
member (#71885) and am actively involved in a club of 125 members
who rent and maintain a 320 ft. runway. This club is open to the
public. I have competed in regional and national contests, and am
presently very involved on a racing team.

Please allow the current frequency spacing to remain in effect.

. I I

S'ncerely, pi' ~/ .
'-<.Jo~If~·· f#~

f/'
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, ·"Alonio"~Richord~n:'
1809 Loyola Orioe

,BurJingame, CtJfif«nia, 940'0
415-697-4040

February 4,1993

The Honorable Tom Lantos
400 S. EI Camino Real
San Mate~, Ca+ifornia94402

pear Senator Lantos:

I am a member of ~wo radio coritroll~d model, aircraft-
, " ' ,clubs', haying ,ain~mbership totali'ng abou't" 200 ,memb,ers'~' lawn"

and' operate several models' represen't ing an in-vestmen,t 'of some
thirty, years and many hundreds of, dollars. Our models range
frpm small fifty inch wing spreads to twelve feet. Speeds
often exceed one hundred miles per hour. The weight goes from
a few pounds up to as much as forty pounds.

The Federal Communications Commission is proposing a
rule change(PR Docket 92-235) that would cause interference
with the frequencies now assigned to radio controlled models.
Presently one private land mobile dispatch operation is
sandwiched between each assigned model frequency. The present
spacing between channels is such that we have no problem. The
proposal would insert two new mobile operators between each
of our channels and their present assigned channels. That
would make many of our present channels unsafe.

To the mobile operator interference is a bother,but to
the modeler it most often means a crash. A crash,at best, is
a damaged model or most often total loss. It can result in
serious injury when spectators or others are involved. Our
safety rules, adherence to assigned frequencies, careful
maintenance of all equipment involved have resulted in an
enviable safety record nation wide.

r have been a Registered ProfessionalO'Engineer for over
forty years. I am a graduate of'Georgia Tech. I served as an
Engineering Officer for a bomber squadron in World War Two. I
am a licensed ham radio operator, and have been a modeler for
about sixty years. These proposed changes are not good. I
hope you will use your influence to stop it.

SincerelY,/ '
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Ref: PR Docket 92-235

As a reti~ee, I enjoy .usin~ the radio control
fn?quencies to cqntrol models. 1 can not rf2m'ember' t'Jhen such
activity. " l]rabl;:led!' me,but,it was a lonq time c:lg,p',:-lnd it·.has
~.x:p.a:nd{ed·o·v'et- 'the' years.. . " ',' ..

I ,am very concern~d about the ~bove chanqe of rules which
are under proposal before the Federal CommLmications
Commission. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce
the usability of frequencies currently assigned for modelers
use. fhere could be an attendant risk of more accidents and
inctf~l:'4sed liability fell" controlling such models ••••••••

Furthermore, we modelers often use our models at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the full complement of radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe modeling environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve
the operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers. Our uses of the radio
frequencies are just as important to the commercial
environment as any other i~terests. ThQusands of people like
myself contribute to the advancment and development of a very
commercial industry.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my
pa<stiine:.· by not allov~in<;.! t.h(:0 abOVE" PIr-opCl~:;als to bf;~ calr-t"'if~d

QLd: "

71 ~'; C::UiTH=~t Dri. ..../F!

Foster City CA 94404

~7ff j(c,~, D I /11\,'1, r /.- c('\,-, STC:>-<,

r (-! C I { ~ "v (;; 1-/ f(/~ ,..tIL...4 ,.] C· xc-t{
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The Honorable Thomas Lantos
U.S. House of Representatives
Washinglon, D.C. 20515'

""" :."·WiIlis"nrC.:(CIiff)G~ss~ .
3401 E, Bayshore Road" H5

Redwood City, CA 94063-4601
. (415) 368-3830

. .. ~. ~. . ....

January 29, 1993

Dear Mr. Lantos:

I am active in the designing building and flying'of radio controlled model aircraft, from
which I 'derive much pleasure. The designing of model aircraft has taught me many valuable

. lessons tt'lat h~ve adirect correlation to my·J5rofesslon. While my investment in t~e radio control
. '"/'s~s"englnes'; acceSsories and model aircraftis'modest,- that"i~vestmennsa'major par:t Of my ."

recreatiOnal'budget. ,.' " " .

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted,
the new.rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use
and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model aircraft.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are
far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other. Under the proposed rule making of PR Docket 92
235 the frequency assignments are so close, interference will occur and render most model
frequencies unusable.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am
told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model aircraft, only
19 frequencies will be left if these new rules· are adopted.

When we fly our model aircraft under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety
of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions
involve the use of careful coordination and use of radio control frequencies. If the number of
usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will
become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model aircraft have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much
as 30 to 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they
are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference
causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and
contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full compliment of
radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile
users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as
business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio
equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself
and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry
out its proposals for th.3 72 - 76 MHz band.

Sincerely, JI-
#} .. u" ~

\./~r,.. ;••
William C. (Cliff) Gassett
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Chuck Pietro
2231 Adeline Drive
Burllngame, CA 94010

February 21, 1993

The ·MonQr9bl~Tom.La~tp~
u..S.· Ho:use 'of: .Re"ps .
Washington, DC . 20515

Dear Tom,

I just became aware of the FCC's proposal for regulation
changes in PR Docket 92-235. The changes in this proposal will
greatly affect the Remote Control Hobby Industry, of which I am a
loyal consumer. These changes will reduce the number of radio
frequency channels we use to less than halfof eiber
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